BaanIVc Reports printed to Seagate Reporting Repository

Why

The Baan Report Editor has been designed in the character based era. Powerful logic and tight integration. Nowadays the simple layout and lack of distribution capabilities make it very outdated. But Baan Reports, standard, customized or custom-made are of great value for our customers and cannot just be re-done.

That’s why we have changed the tools to generate Seagate Reports out of Baan Reports. Including re-formatting, managing and distribution.

Concept

The Baan Report Engine is, ADDITIONAL to the existing functionality, changed to be able to print report in XML format also. If the Baan User chooses to do so the XML result of the reporting process is, via native middleware, kicked over to the Seagate server. Including some additional arguments. At the Seagate Server this report of Baan origin is reprocessed and merged with a pre-defined template. The report including the data is stored on this server and a URL is sent back to the BaanIVc environment. The Baan User gets to see the report with this URL in the browser.

The URL’s are stored in an additional table in the BaanERP dictionary and can be re-viewed within an additional session.

Changes

For this to work changes have been made in different area’s. 

BW

BW must be able to start an application on the client, the browser for this solution. Changes are available from B40c.60 on.

Porting set

Some binaries are changed and the client side middleware has been added ; ogclient6.1. For this solution to work porting set 6.1c.06 or higher needs to be installed.

Tools

Tooling around reporting and device data has been changed and some sessions and tables have been added. Three patches or SP8 needs to be installed for this. Added/changed sessions ;

· ttaad3130m000
Maintain Report Templates. New

· ttaad3530s000
Display Report Templates. New

· ttstpsplopen

Select Device. An extra input field for choosing a template is added.

· Ttaad3520m001
Display Printer Queue

For this to work properly, after installation of the porting set and patches the reports need to be re-compiled.

If only the porting set and patches are installed or the porting set and SP8, the complete BaanIVc environment will work as before. Also without re-compiling the reports. The addition and changes in the session just can be ignored.

Making use of this extended reporting functionality

For a complete BaanIVc environment to sent reports to Seagate Info, it is needed to have a Seagate Info server installed including an additional installer as an intermediate between BaanIVc and this server. Information about retrieving this can be achieved via the common Baan Sales Channels by mid August.

